
1460

Sept. 1 / Administration of George Bush, 1992

plastic to cover open roofs, lumber to board
up walls, and cots to sleep on. They also
need diapers, baby formula, and other in-
fant supplies. And fresh volunteers are
needed to staff medical facilities or help
with the cleanup.

Right now, America’s churches and char-
ities are mobilizing to meet these needs.
And I encourage all Americans to pitch in,
in any way you can. If you don’t know where
to turn and you want to help right now,
please call the American Red Cross at 1–
800–842–2200. 1–800–842–2200.

Once our relief effort is complete, we
will accelerate the process of recovery. Al-
ready today we announced plans to rebuild
Homestead Air Force Base, the linchpin
of the economy in devastated areas. And
a distinguished Florida business leader,
Alvah Chapman, has agreed to head a na-
tional private sector effort to help rebuild
south Florida. It’s called ‘‘We Will Re-
build.’’ This effort has my strong support
and the support of Florida Governor Chiles.
All of us are in this for the long haul. If
you want to be a part of this effort, please

write We Will Rebuild. And the address
is Post Office Box 010790, Miami, Florida,
and the ZIP Code is 33131.

In the past 8 days we’ve seen on our
TV screens real tears, real sorrow, real hurt.
Livelihoods have been destroyed. Lives,
even young lives, have been tragically lost.
But already in Florida and Louisiana, we’re
talking not just of relief but of recovery.
This is a tribute to what is inside us. And
yes, Andrew blew a whirlwind of devasta-
tion. But he could never extinguish the
American spirit, a spirit of compassion and
sacrifice and endurance. We have seen that
spirit in action the past 8 days. And with
this spirit and your enduring commitment,
our neighbors in south Florida and Louisi-
ana will recover.

Thank you for your generosity. And our
prayers are with all who stood in Andrew’s
path. Good night.

Note: The President spoke at 9 p.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House. The
address was broadcast live on nationwide
television.

Teleconference Remarks to the America 2000 Satellite Town
Meeting
September 1, 1992

The President. Lamar, I’m here.
Secretary Alexander. Well, terrific.
The President. Delighted to be here. And

I’m delighted you’re willing to take this
phone call from this very interested partici-
pant from the White House.

Secretary Alexander. We’re honored that
you’d take the time to call. We know you’ve
had a very busy day.

The President. Well, let me just make
a couple of comments butting into this won-
derful program. But first a compliment, and
then I do want to ask one question. But
my compliments to the more than 2,500
communities out there who are working to-
gether on these national education goals.

When the Governors and I established
the goals at Charlottesville at that education
summit, we hoped to set a new direction

for education in our country. But we also
knew that the goals would not make much
difference unless they were adopted com-
munity by community. And so I guess the
way to say it is we had high hopes at Char-
lottesville. But I don’t think any one of us
envisioned anything quite like this, over
2,500 different communities working to-
gether on the goals at one time by satellite.
I really just want to say that I hope you
will all stick with it, join the town meeting
every month, and become an America 2000
community, if you’re not in there already.

There are no quick fixes. The change
we’re talking about is really fundamental.
It is really enormous, literally reinventing
education. And that’ll require what we call
the break-the-mold schools, higher stand-
ards and certainly better tests, getting gov-

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 07:28 May 21, 2003 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00182 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 D:\PAPERS2\92PAP2.017 APPS10 PsN: 92PAP2



1461

Administration of George Bush, 1992 / Sept. 2

ernment off the teachers’ backs, and then
giving families more choice in schools and
academic programs. There’s nothing more
important than creating the best schools in
the world for our children, and this is the
way to do it.

So my compliments to all assembled for
what you’re doing. My compliments also
to the U.S. Chamber and all the local cham-
bers of commerce out there who are in-
volved in these community efforts, and
then, of course, to the wonderful Wal-Mart
associates who are participating. I do know
firsthand how important education was to
Sam Walton. And he would be glad, he
would be thrilled that you were participat-
ing tonight. So, congratulations.

Now for my question, and I want to place
it to Len Sirotzki of Bensenville, Illinois.
And I suspect that almost all of the partici-
pating communities have this question in
mind because I’ve challenged each one of
them to create a break-the-mold school.
And now Len, if you’re there, you’ve turned
your entire community into a break-the-
mold site. And my question is, how did
you get started and how is it working out?

Mr. Sirotzki. Mr. President, thank you
for asking that question. It certainly is won-
derful of you to join us this evening. The
way we started, very simply put, was that
we started. I think that the number one
message to communities everywhere is to
start, and don’t wait for some perfect time
that may never come. But we looked for
individual persons who were willing to go
beyond personal agenda for the benefit of
the community, all of the families in the
community, and I mean all of them, not
only school-aged children. And I think all
of us want better communities, but they
will not come about magically. It’s going
to take a very, very long-term commitment,
and there will be a great deal of pain, bring-
ing about the kinds of changes that are
needed.

But we have five different taxing bodies
representing all the wonderful people of
Bensenville who are working together. And
I know that I can speak for all of the people
in Bensenville in saying that whatever it
is that we do that is of interest to others,
we would be more than happy to share,
because that’s the kind of place Bensenville
is.

The President. Well, thank you, Len, very
much. And I know everybody’s experience
can be helpful to the other fellow. And
this experience in Bensenville, I appreciate
your sharing it with us. And let me just
say here in conclusion, it’s been a long day.
In fact, it’s been a very emotional day for
me. I’ve been out surveying the aftermath
of Hurricane Andrew in Florida and over
in Louisiana. And let me just say that one
of our participants tonight, I believe, is
Connie Jones. She’s the principal of Three
Oaks Elementary School at Fort Myers.
And she got her school turned into a shelter,
taking in those who were stricken by the
hurricane. May I just say at the end of
this emotional day that I salute Connie and
all the others across this great country of
ours who reach out to help their neighbors.
It’s a marvelous thing when you see the
spirit of the people in the areas that have
been hit by this storm. But we see it every
day in communities across the country as
they face adversity.

So, congratulations to all, and I am proud,
Lamar, that this America 2000 effort contin-
ues to be bipartisan. And look, we all know
that we’re in an unusual political season.
But let me just say I am determined to
do my part, as I know Lamar is and as
I know everyone out there is, to keep this
effort out of partisan politics and just in
the arena of helping people. All the Gov-
ernors, Democrats as well as Republicans,
are a part of all of this, and it’s been that
way from the very beginning. And I just
wanted to assure every participant that I’m
determined to keep it that way.

So, thanks for what you’re doing. God
bless you all, and good night. And thanks,
Lamar.

Secretary Alexander. Thank you for taking
time to call. I know that was exciting for
everybody that participated.

The President. Well, keep up the great
work, to you and all involved. Goodbye.

Note: The President spoke at 9:25 p.m. via
satellite from the Oval Office at the White
House. In his remarks, he referred to Len
Sirotzki, project director, Bensenville Com-
munity Design Project, who was with Sec-
retary of Education Lamar Alexander in the
U.S. Chamber of Commerce television studio
in Washington, DC.
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